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This year, the UnitedASthatse sadhmd anli tsh edaﬁrdeJV{_pgr\éféﬁié z)é) VoATEme Vs
system has experience&€OVdiprteeetde nn atdi onwi de,
challenges due 9t @ atnhdee &@WIgD aggr essi ve s\t/,@p,\pattlgngwe1vee|rthenta|
While this is a diffiCOWVFDttimangmirsail 6n.cofAeh@SRulovBed Exper
Ameri camsaal areas havprbeeded beds, perspmavli degr et &cd iWwea er ans
particularly hard h|teqU|pment, and ot heWemteade sisalttihesDits@r der
regivers and Vetefrans 4)0n need.
The pandemic has- h|gh||ght ed long
standing inequities iReabdr odkeand &dAc OFS @d semFlc@et EQVIichange c.
proximity to health d&fr KRefsadlirlcietsi easn,d Lrud dianoce on page
childcare options for2Z.rural Americans.
Additionall vy, ther €D cl i t ha . Oof f_i ce of National Dru
areas may be at high(%*rS rlvaBSDd;Lprorf S¢g @& s @IGDCP) Lalf)nches Rur al
pandedniec to ol der popud AUt i H&HEC € hj &6 Nago MGysh sbeen
rates of wunderlying ({r\jrroenl'énpodirst a{Tge,t'zghedto ger yous yea'rly
higher disability rat g vaccinatlon CUedE &t ah Bddg Gtenlet CB@p
vaccinated is the besdr dWwa¥tl ®n Pffodt &t al
I'n spite of these chaloluersgdd, tatse we.ld. aspyown | oved ones,
Department of Veter amgaAfnfsdi tdhre( VAJu dg us.
i mpl emented an aggressi ve ubl i heal t h VRHRC S§ue Brn(aﬁ)gSO)?nm
response to protect }r?oa%e{rfoéefc?fbo\}"ité’roarFso,S% f h'o
their families, heal t°ORPUd®£MS JrOdviVEd red 2 Ngp P %agﬁzrﬁelsmase and
staff in the face of this emerging heal RRI atiesdk . Dementias (ADR
Rur al AmpglcaO)
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https://www.cbsnews.com/news/coronavirus-rural-areas-deborah-birx/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/coronavirus-rural-areas-deborah-birx/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/other-at-risk-populations/rural-communities.html#:~:text=The%20health%20of%20populations%20in,even%20after%20adjusting%20for%20age.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/other-at-risk-populations/rural-communities.html#:~:text=The%20health%20of%20populations%20in,even%20after%20adjusting%20for%20age.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/other-at-risk-populations/rural-communities.html#:~:text=The%20health%20of%20populations%20in,even%20after%20adjusting%20for%20age.
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Message from the Executive Director of the VA Office of Rural He al
As the nation grapples with the pandemic, our work at ORH
(VRHRCs) recently compiled seiveval osvsuei bws ebf tloe pratveéesd
are conducting.

Read more in VRHRC |Issue Bri9ef Summaries on pages 7

Stay tuned as we highlight practical, tangible and benefi
the rural cofndotpi hrealttdh YWAIi orities. To join our rural Ve
contact ORH ComORHicmms @na. @o v
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ByJasmine WOitiaesof Rur al Heal t h, Department of Veterans Affai
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COVIID»® in rural areas
Complicatiofd® o @@Vl bs
Economic impalkdt of COVID

Qut patient managledment of COVI D
Provider wellness

e resources aim t-WWA herd v ibdd rths ViAahége ntolne cCOE¥BDt h emer
i sk areas such as rural communities. Specific guidance
services to Veterans on behalf of VA.
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More resources and information are being addedlQ or e shoeu rpcagg
here to learn mbtpsi hf wawmavaogov/ COMMUNI-TYCBREdamRoe i @ep s/
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\Q\\ //// FIlu season is here, and getting your flu sho
‘ : ! _ vaccinated is the best way to protect yourse
- | GET A FLU VACCINE TO PROTECT rus. This year, enrolled Veterans of the VA
YOURSELF, YOUR FAMILY AND flu shot. VA now offers more options, easy a
YOUR COMMUNITY. is that your VA medical record, as well as vy
~ Checkwhen and where to gl&t your flu shot tod:é
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mailto:ORHComms@va.gov
For%20the%20latest%20informathttps:/www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/index.asp
https://www.va.gov/about_va/
https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/providers/COVID-19_Guidance.asp
https://www.train.org/vha/welcome
https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/providers/COVID-19_Guidance.asp
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/flu/vaccination/
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Smart I nteractive Mapping Helps Lé&ad
Access to Health Care
ByJusti n, lAdhwerrean Wi dBsrdinc, LGedaSpatial Outcomes Division, ViGaemansyiRL
With more women serving in t
Forces, they gepwesgnsegmbas
users of U.S. Department of
care services. Targeted outr
particularly in rural areas
and is essential to ensure t
they need and have earned.
The Office o8 RORH) GeadSpdat i
Division (GSOD) provides geo
devel ops Geographic I nformat
products for VA program of fi
|l ayers of geospatial data an
insight, understandi ng, and
Women Heal th Services (WHS) (
expertise of the GSOD team t
mapping tool to assist WHS d
managers with their strategi
outreach. WHS | eaders nation
use the power of GIS to iden
I nteractive map to examine women \getoegraaphoiculaarte @as, whieraesstther e
and rurality. enroll women Veterans curren
care services.
GSOD created a smart interactive web map application to
servebae at dpeshwmpce that proyvides the most
common map data visualization|/ solutions for WHS. The GI S
system portrays VA health carle site |l ocations, the vol ume
women Enroll ees and users by |County, and projected women
Veteran population to derive market potential. It also ihc
vi sual aid map | ayers for comparison, including rurality]|a
dr i-tvieme areas, -as wehtia$ huoumllysis and
infographic visualization too|lls that work interactively wi
map . This collection of visujal information and tools, the
to dril|l down into specific rlegions, and additional inform
about feat wmpess eniabl poWHS st aflff to examine all the
information in one place to properly target potential area
outreach in a more focused malnner
GSOD provided mapping tool trfaining to hundreds of WHS
staff, who applauded its abillity to quickly provide acces$s
datrdach situational awareness. This is a compelling examp|l e
of how GI'S can power ful I-malkiumpgoirt informed deci sion
VA as WHS staff plan their ouftreach efforts and enroll mo r
women Veterans in areas that need it the most.
One program manager commented|hhatacpriiver mbd© fteha@ ure that sum
devel opment of the GSODharta popnlnygi it loeod ,d osvh e a wess.
constantly pulling data from several different sites, but
calculating the data to determine where a potential outrea
i mportam3he oprdaoi sed the new &GSODs avedf Hmplpld ,itcmids iomgf or mati on,
fingertips, helps me to quickly identify where an out megach
data withol eadership.
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